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St Brendan's offers a 
range of courses that 
have links to careers in 
Biological and Medical 
fields.

The Biomed group 
supports those students 
in a range of different 
ways.



All students on these 
courses will be added 
to a central Team 
where we can inform 
students about useful 
courses and events 
that are happening 
that may be relevant 
to them.

 A Level Biology
 A Level Chemistry
 A Level Physics
 BTEC Human Biology
 GCSE Biology
 Health and Social 

Care
 Sport
 Protective and 

Public services
 Sociology
 Psychology





Working alongside the college ASPIRE 
team, tutor program, our colleagues 
in work experience and careers the 
intention is to make students aware 
of all the options available to them 
and how to get there. 



 Straight into work (immediate)

Apprenticeships – These could be what we may 
expect from an apprenticeship or degree 
apprenticeships (immediate but qualification time 
depends on the level and if its full or part time)



• Undergraduate courses – These are the normal 
University courses you apply for via UCAS (usually 5 
years but some are 6)

• Foundation or Gateway courses – An extra year for 
those students who don’t quite meet the 
undergraduate requirements. Some are accessible if 
you fall into some “widening participation” 
backgrounds (6 or 7 years)



 Transfer courses – Really only medicine, you 
study an alternative degree then move to a new 
course (dependent on university)

 Postgraduate Entry – You study an alternative 
qualification then restart with a 
medicine/dentistry/veterinary degree 
(dependent on choices)



The intensive support process for those students looking to study 
most medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/science courses 
plus other courses at Oxford or Cambridge have applications dates 
in early October, other subjects are in January of the following 
year. 

As a result we support these students with a bespoke series of 
workshops looking at application pathways, personal statement 
writing, entrance exam practice and interview preparation.



 UCAT is a separate exam needed for entry into Medicine and Veterinary 
science but is used differently at each University

 For example some have minimum grades to be considered for entry

 For others the UCAT score is just part of what they consider

 (not very helpful I know, to make things worse we only know what they 
accepted last year so it’s always an educated guess)



We meet as small groups and look at examples, find solutions and share strategies 
to answer the questions.





 We meet with students individually and sometimes 
in small groups.

 In the past we have been lucky enough to have 
visiting speakers, who actually carry out these 
interviews for universities.


